Abstract:

Decontaminated |s the beqinning of a
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soclal iIssues surrounding bioterrorism. This video also
functions as a teaching and learning exercise. At the time of
shooting interviews, | taught the actors the material they
would discuss on film. The video was edited in Final Cut
Pro, converted to a Quicktime movie, and then converted to
DVD using IDVD. Effect on audience was mixed.

Introduction:

Bioterrorism 1s a real and burgeoning threat as evidenced by the
2001 anthrax postal attacks. The microbial world 1s invisible,
mysterious, frightening, and unknown to many, including political
leaders, members of the media, and the general public. Bactena,
viruses, and prions can create chaos and intemational distuption. When
used as biological weapons these unseen and unfamiliar agents could
disrupt the stability of nations by instilling fear, decreasing the sense of
safety, and creating concern for the future.

Today, the role of information 1n the life of the world community
1s steadily increasing. Indeed, new information and telecommunication
technologies offer new possibilities of information exchange and
increase the media’s impact on the social, political, and cultural
contexts. This can be exploited by anyone 1n the international
community, including terrorists.

There are two main types of media involved in the dissemination

of mformation about terrorism events — the news media and Hollywood.

The media can be used by as a powerful weapon of terrorism or also as
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Questions:

1. Can video media be used as an effective teaching and learmng tool?
2. Can video media be used as a counter-terronst tool?

Methods:

Character Sketch and Actor Preparation

Actors were provided with a “script” 1n the form of notes 1n an
outline. I then described the concepts i the script to each actor mn a
i e . . . e
confusing concepts. The actors were then asked to reiterate the
information to me 1n their own words. Once [ deterrmned that each
actor had mastered the material I filmed the interview scenes.

Filming On Location

[ filmed 1mages of New Y ork City and Grand Central Station, the
location of my fictional bioterrorism event. I gathered images from the
internet of smallpox and 1mages with a biohazard theme.

Film and Sound Editing

Once [ had all my stock footage I edited my video i Final Cut
Pro. I included eerie music composed by Philip Glass as the background
music for each scene. I specifically selected this music to instill a sense
of fear and/or dread in my viewer. I imagined that such music would
communicate the gravity of a bioterrorist attack.
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*My Goals:

*To educate a diverse audience on some of the science related to a
bioterrorist attack

eEntertainment
*My Focus:

*The biology of the pathogen and how this affected containment
of the outbreak and treatment of disease.

*Engineered Virus:

*My decision was directly informed by experiments performed on
mousepox 1n 2003.

*Expenments madvertently resulted in production of a more
virulent form of mousepox that was not transmissible from
person to person.

*ldeal qualities of a biological weapon: :
[nvisibility
» High mortality

ePremann infectiom that nrevestesl s

Results:

Actors Post-Filming

» Evident that actors had processed and learned the matenal I had
taught them

*Actors appeared to have a full command of the material in their
Interviews.

Audience Post-Viewing
*Viewers posed 4 questions:

*Mostly positive responses with doctor being more convincing
than scientist

*Was video mformative?
*Overall positive response
*Many found the text screens difficult to digest
*Too much information and lack of visual aids.

*Some concepts such as diagnostics would have been better
conveyed with voice over and with a visual demonstration of the
technique mstead of using a text scene to explain the process

*How did the video make you feel?

*Mixed response - frightened or reassured
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*What were the 3 most important things you learned?:
*There 1s a specific diagnostic for smallpox

*There a number of different types of vaccines

*The US has a large enough stockpile of smallpox vaccine to
vaccinate the entire population

Conclusions:

VYideo Success

*Viewers: expressed a much better understanding of bioterrorism and
the importance of the science behind the pathogen in developing
outbreak coping strategies.

*Actors: expressed better understanding of bioterrorism but also
expressed better understanding of molecular biology and techniques
involved 1in dealing with a bioterrorism event

Counter-terrorist Media

Both the news media and Hollywood treat terrorism as a major
information pretext: they not only inform but also suggest defimitions,
conclusions, and interpretations. Both the news media and Hollywood
tend to sensationalize terrorist events and disease outbreaks as
evidenced by the anthrax attacks of 2001 and films such as Outbreak
and 28 Days Later.

In the vemn of counter-terronst media [ attempted to construct
my own docudrama based on a fictional bioterrorist attack occurring
in New Y ork City utilizing an engineered form of the smallpox virus.

Counter-terrorist media, 1s developing and aims to educate the
public on the realities of epidemics and terrorism. Public health
policies should be derived directly from the science behind the health
1ssues. Unfortunately, policy makers are often ill-informed about the
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Additional Information:

Cast of Characters, Teaching Notes/Script, Thesis Manuscnpt:
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